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 Giretehen Wist is a young woman with a busband
and daughter, a job she loves, and good health. Her
aptimstic and confident pmonabt] bely the fact

lost her young son, Liam, to pediatric cancer in
2011 at age 6. In his honor, she and her husband are taking « stand against the disease
thas takes the lives of more children in the United States than astbma, multiple sclerosi,
AIDS, and muscular dystrophy combined. They established the Cookies For Kids
Cancer™ Foundation to raise money for treatment of this devastating disease. Through
4,000 bake sales in 50 staser and 13 countries and countless individual cookie and cookbook
sales, the organization has donated nearly §4 million in four years.

the catalyst for raising money? Why a cookie bake sale?

iam was diagnosed, I learned ail I could about  In the fall of 2007, Liam was cancer-free. We licerally
his illness and was amazed that I hadn’t known the had rescued him from the grips of this awful disease, |
statistics about pediatric cancer. I realized thac kids with ~ was so grateful he was on the positive side of the
cancer don't make headlines because, I chink, it’s so statistics that T wanted to raise money for the next

bloody scary. It’s like che monster in the closet thatno  generation of rearment that was available but was
one wants to think about. So if we don't think or ralk basically sitting on a shelf waiting for funding.

about it, it won't happen. [ was wairing on the steps of Liam’s school wondering

At the time, we didn't know if he was going to make it how [ could do thac. I thought “Do what you know and

six days or six months, so [ filed all che statistical what you love.” I enjoy baking because it is a
information away in my head knowing that T wanted demonstrative act of love. The holidays were coming
to address the issue after I had taken care of Liam. up, a time when everyone scrambles o find gifts thar

they not only feel good abour spending cheir dollars on,

10



bue thar the recipients will
feel good aboue receiving,

I decided o get my friends
together and bake cooldes, T
didn’t wanr to bake Just a
few cookies and malke just
S$10000r 51,000, | wanred oo
challenge myself. | crunched
the numbers of people |
knew and how many people
they could reach and came
up wich 96,000 cookies
(8,000 dozen).

Afeer we sold aur of cookies,
people still waneed o make
dorations. At that point my
hushand and T realized we
had seruck a nerve, We had
found char sweet spor in
peaple thar allowed them o
get involved and give back.

We used our business and
PR skills o develop the
websice and set up Cookies
For Kids' Cancer™_ ]
wanted 1o create a model or
a shell that anyone could
take on. The beauty of
Cookies for Kids Cancer is
thar anyane can get involved
anywhere, any time of year
at wharever level is best for
the bales 5ol
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name o be remembered and
r;.wc'.ﬂgni.::d. How can you get
i.]'l"‘r'ﬁl'-‘l:"l] 'u.r|rJ'|. am
crganization char has
someone else’s childs name
as the title? The fear that |
had, as many others do, is
thar our child would just be
a statistic and be forgotien,

How are your donations
used?

We grant in $100,000
increments. According to the
leading pediatric oncologises,
that’s all thar’s nesded o get
sumcrhint; going. From the
EJ:E;inning, part of aur
mandate haz been to Rund
projects that have che best
chance of helping a chitd
within 2 12 1o 24-month
period vs. research just for
research. Chur focus is o
help with those projects thar
have the best chance of
raking it to a clinic to help
a child

What would Liam think of
the foundation?

This is my son's way of
ll'.‘minding m:-.mg:'.iu and
#lgtlil'l of how much he loved.
[ was 4 tesrament 1o him ro

love is a good business
madel, It means we're not
going o do the wrong thing,

we're always going to do the |
right thing, |
I¢'s all becawse | had this |

lietle bay who never did
:ln}'rhillg other than show
people he cared abour them, |
When he passed, standing in
the room WEDNE 4
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maincenance person, the cowlics ra revied e Al
chief of pediacric surgery, the
security guard, and one of
the chefs from che kiechen. [t
was a mix of people from
every single walk of life
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the same COMPAssion no
marter what color of coat
they had on or whar their
badge said. It just didn't | |
mateer and ic showldn't

matter o us, We're all people
and we all deserve & Rghting
chance and respect, courtesy,
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different meanings. For
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